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When did 
Hawaiians 
become

Hawaiians?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am here today to share the story of our voyage of discovery.  It can be told by asking a simple question:  When did Hawaiians become Hawaiians?



They were not Hawaiian on arrival

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These skillful voyagers succeeded in their mission.  They raised these islands and made landfall, but it is doubtful that they thought of themselves as Hawaiians upon attaining those achievements.



This place influenced their values

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This place, high islands that capture life giving vapors, shaped their values and these influences began to emerge in their `ölelo no`eau and in other important ways.  This saying, “Uë ka lani, ola ka honua” reflects their understanding that when the heavens weep, the earth lives.













They invented place names & links to the land 
& its resources

Coastal Zone

Kahakai
Beach Shore Region

Kulakai
Sea Plain Region

Agricultural Zone

Wao Kanaka
Civilization

Apa’a
Dry Region

Forest Zone

Wao Ma’ukele
Forest Trees (Koa)

Wao Nahele
Large Forest Line

Kuahea – Cold area
Small trees

Kuamauna
Rounded Swell of Mountain

Akua
Small Trees

Kuahiwi

Uppermost zone

of mountain

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They invented place names reflecting their understanding of their new environment and the resources it could sustain, an ahupua`a extending from the heavens to the horizon.



They adapted their behavior
Hoÿoilo: 1st Wet Season – December through April

Weather
Dec./Jan. - wind & rain, 
thunder & lightning

Jan/Feb. - Alternating warm 
& cold winds

Feb/March – Sunny but 
showery

March/April – Wet season 
ends

Fishing
Aku kapu starts
Opelu kapu lifted
Best for reef & inshore fishing
Mullet spawning
Black ulua close to shore
Good for weke, moi, kumu

O’opu fat, deep sea fishing

Farming
Plant taro, potatoes
Migrating birds fat
1st month of growing season
Cultivate, mulch

Ground dry, taro, sugarcane, 
banana

All things grow well

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They adapted their behavior to the climatology, as well as biological and botanical cycles of this place.



A genealogical connection evolved

Kamehameha Paiÿea

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Generations were born and passed.  The return of iwi to Mother Earth transformed our `äina into kuläiwi and forged a genealogical connection to this land.



Kealakekua Bay

Hönaunau Bay

Pu‘uhonua o
Honaunau

Ka‘awaloa
Village

Battlefield of
Moku‘ohai

Kona Field System

Honaunau Forest

Kona Ma uka

They left etchings on the land

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Their activities left etchings on the land, such as you see in this aerial view of South Kona.
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Do you recognize this scene from Kohala?  The land did not come with what appear as waves.  Our ancestors painstakingly altered this landscape to create a  25 square acre `uala field system – an amazing model and feat of sustainability.What we now consider to be arid, even marginal pasture land, was once a bread basket.







We became Hawaiian when these changes 
made us distinct.

“We and the land are one and the same.  
Under the herbs and grasses are 

the etchings of my ancestors. 
Each that goes missing is like a knife in my culture and something I need to know about who I 

am goes missing.  
The notion that we own land is nonsense.

It is we who are owned.” 

Joseph Williams, New Zealand High Court Justice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We became Hawaiian – 1We became Hawaiian when there were enough of these changes to make us distinct from our cousins to the south.We became Hawaiian – 2That raises a second question:  why does it matter?



Relationship between Hawaiians and Ahupua’a



-- David Malo

O ka mokupuni, oia ka mea nui e like me 
Hawaii, Maui a me keia pae moku apau. 
Ua Mahele ia i mau apana maloko o ka 
mokupuni o kela mau apana i mahele ia, ua
kapa ia he moku oloko e like me Kona ma 
Hawaii a me Hana ma Maui, a me na mea 
like ae ma keia mau moku. A ua mahele
hou ia mau apana hou ua kapa ia aku ia he 
okana kahi inoa he kalana kahi inoa, he 
poko maloko ia o ka okana.

A ua mahele hou ia mau apana hou malalo
iho o keia mau apana, ua kapa ia aku ia he 
Ahupuaa, aka malalo o ke Ahupuaa, ua
kapa ia he Ili aina.  A ua mahele ia malalo o 
ka Ili aina na moo aina a malalo o ka moo 
aina na pauku aina a malalo o na pauku
aina na kihapai malaila i mahele ia na
Koele, na hakuone, na kuakua

The island (moku that is surrounded by 
water) is the main division, like, Hawai’i, 
Mäui and the rest of the island 
chain.(Islands) were divided up into 
sections inside of the island, called 
moku o loko, like such places as Kona 
on Hawai’i island, and Hana on Mäui 
island, and such divisions on these 
islands

There sections were further divided into 
subdivision called ‘okana, or kalana; a 
poko is a subdivision of a ‘okana. These 
sections were further divided into 
smaller divisions called Ahupua’a, and 
sections smaller than an Ahupua’a were 
called ‘ili ‘äina. Divisions smaller than ‘ili 
‘äina were mo’o ‘äina and paukü ‘äina, 
and smaller than a paukü ‘äina was a 
kïhäpai, at this section the smaller 
divions would be multiple Kö‘ele,  
Hakuone, and kuakua







Windward -- Koolau

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ahupua’a structure was complex and created to protect the resources.  Through cooperation, all people took care of the land.







Kaÿüpülehu

Makalawena

Puaÿa

Kahalu’u
Keauhou 1&2

Kahauloa

Keÿei 1&2

Honaunau

Keokea

Kealia 1

Kai

Kahakai

Kula

Apaÿ
a

Wao

Kuahea

Piko

Piko

Remote Uplands
Trails, quarry and 

Gathering resources
Religious sites

Mountain summits

Coastal Settlement
Habitation, religious

and burials sites

Mauka Field System
Boundary walls, habitation

planting, burial and religious sites

Forest Region
Native spirituality
Gathering resources



Kikuchi, 1976





Kohala field system

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But death and urbanization not only decimated our society, they impacted these and other lands.  Once fertile resources, such as this field system were transitioned to cattle pastures and our ancestral secrets of soil conservation and nitrogen fixing were hidden as the abandoned etchings suffered abuse from foraging cattle.









Kikuchi, 1976



“Ua nui ma uka, ulu ae a nui ke kohu”
-- Niihau kupuna 

Terrestrial &
Marine Connection



Pre-contact

 Native vegetation 
 Extensive lo’i and 

auwai systems
 Extensive mala 
 Many loko i’a
 Little to no 

pollutants



The last 150-200 years

 Deforestation for coal, 
plantations, sandalwood

 Construction of massive ditch 
systems that greatly changed 
the water landscape

 Abandonment of fishponds 
 Significant loss in traditional 

agriculture and water diversions
 The advent of well drilling and 

groundwater extraction
 Pollution of water sources; 

primarily via agriculture



A time of change…

 Plantations  largely gone
 Ditch systems out of use in 

many areas
 Groundwater heavily in use
 Native forests largely gone 

and abundant alien 
vegetation

 Many coastal areas heavily 
developed

 Pollution more tied to 
urbanization



Two crises, one solution:
reconnect with our land

Crisis of Well-being:
Link environment to cultural 

identity

Crisis of Sustainability:
Link cultural values to 

environment

`Äina Mole:
Reconnect our taproot

People of place caring for place

Ho`oulu Lähui/Ho`ola Käkou `Äina:
Transform well-being & environment

Thriving people in thriving habitat

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two compelling crises: one of human well-being that cries out for us to link our cultural identity to our environment and  another of environmental sustainability that cries out for the values and practices of our culture.  In my humble opinion, one can solve for the other if we reconnect our people to the land…become a people of place, caring for place…a thriving people in a thriving habitat.We are blessed with a balance sheet and other circumstances that allow us to shift the emphasis of our land legacy from generating cash that meets immediate needs to providing cultural and eco-system services that will sustain our perpetual existence.  To this end, my Land Assets Division colleagues have formulated plans that bring new vision to the agricultural and conservation lands under our stewardship.



Produce food, fuel & fiber
on our ÿÄina Momona
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Presentation Notes
Our hope is that these plans will soon transform our `Äina Momona into productive fields of crops and feedstock that will enhance our food, fuel and fiber sovereignty.



Foster sustainable ecosystem services on our 
ÿÄina Waiwai
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Presentation Notes
W have also begun the transformation of our `Äina Waiwai through management of our watersheds, riparian ways, wetlands, fishponds, bio-diversity, cultural resources, spiritual sites and aesthetic beauty in ways that sustain these wondrous ecosystem services.



Promote Hawaiian World View
& Integrated Use



Perpetuate the relationship with aina
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Presentation Notes
The Waipā Foundation, located in the Halele’a district on the North Shore of the island of Kaua’i is one such ‘Āina Ulu collaboration.  The Waipā Foundation stewards the land division of Waipā, which consists of 1,600 acres running from the mountains to the sea.  The Waipā Foundation is working to restore Waipā as a Native Hawaiian learning center and community center, as a place where Hawaiians and community can renew ties to the land, resources, culture, and a more traditional lifestyle; a place to create assets and opportunities for more culturally relevant teaching, sharing, learning and living; and to restore health to natural resources and native ecosystems. Waipā directly impacts its local Hawaiian community by providing various programs for children through elders, land and resources for farming and cultural practice, space for family and community gatherings, celebrations, and retreats; and food for over 50 Hawaiian families on a regular basis.  They annually welcome over 1,000 lifelong learners; provide poi to Kaua’i families on a weekly basis, year-round; and welcome an average of 500 customers and 20 local vendors to their farmer’s market each Tuesday afternoon.  The Waipā Foundation is also working to involve their community in the stewardship, restoration, and management of land and natural resources, rehabilitating Halulu Fishpond, restoring native plant communities and wetlands, and monitoring water quality and stream health. Waipā is a resource for the perpetuation of Hawaiian culture, lifestyle, economy, family, and community.



It is about values
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Fishponds were originally created by the chiefs as stocking ponds to raise fish and provide for easy access to fish during the winter months when deep sea fishing was dangerous.  There were many different types and sizes of fishponds, depending on the resources available for construction and the amount of people that the pond had to support.  He’eia Fishpond, located in the district of Ko’olaupoko on the island of O’ahu, is 88 acres in size and encircled by a 1.3 mile seawall made of basalt and coral.  This cultural treasure and feat of engineering genius is among the first inheritances of Ke Ali’i Pauahi.  He’eia Fishpond is stewarded by Paepae o He’eia, an organization established by a group of young Hawaiians to perpetuate cultural sustainability for Hawaiian communities through education.  Paepae o He’eia implements values and concepts from the model of a traditional fishpond to provide physical, intellectual and spiritual sustenance for their community.  Projects include restoration of the fishpond wall, water quality assessment, marine ecology research, invasive species control, marine and terrestrial ecosystem restoration, aquaculture, and production and marketing of fish and algae. 



Leadership challenge:
honor the Hawaiian worldview

Culture

Stewardship

Economics

Education

Hawaiian
Community
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Leadership challengeWe have come a long way in a short time and that leaves me very proud of our accomplishments.  But I know in my heart that our journey has but just begun and I was given a clear reminder of that fact at a recent community meeting where those present lamented the myriad of issues that are adversely affecting the well-being of our wahi küpuna, land, culture and people.Our steady progress in evolving from a school for Hawaiians (some might have said a school for good Hawaiians) to a Hawaiian school is maika`i loa.  But you need to know that our stakeholders will not be satisfied if we stop there.  Their expectation is that we step up and don our `ahu`ula…our cloak of leadership..and fulfill the kuleana associated with our ali`i trust status…by being there for all of our people on all major issues that threaten our well-being.I call this challenge the need to continue our migration toward a Hawaiian worldview.  It is depicted in these iconic representations of our efforts to achieve a balance of desirable outcomes.  While our current model can be satisfied with fragments, so long as they balance with other returns, the desired state strives for a healthy, holistic living condition.  A somewhat grisly metaphor will sharpen the distinction: one can amass sufficient anatomical parts to construct a body, but that is very different from creating a life.This migration has not been easy.  The dominant current of society propels us on another course.  So it falls upon our leaders to have the courage and fortitude to chart a new course and alter our direction.  Our ancestors predicted this.



Mōhala ka wai i ka maka o ka 
pua.

Unfolded by the water are the faces of 
the flowers.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mōhala ka wai i ka maka o ka pua.  Unfolded by the water are the faces of the flowers.  This traditional proverb teaches us that just as plants thrive and flower in the presence of water, so too will our people and descendents thrive where the land is abundant with resources and living and environmental conditions are good.
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Mahalo a nui.  Thank you for your attention to our presentation.
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